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uf the spoilt or inferior flour which was used for bread. At
the military and other d&eacute;p6ts such deteriorated flour was sold
at a very low price. What became of it ? Measures should be
taken to see that it was not used for human food and that it
should only be given to cattle. With regard to the 10 per cent.
of water over and above the normal quantity so often found
in bread the speaker did not think this was added purposely.
It was far more profitable to reduce the cost of labour.

Journeymen bakers were made to load the oven so

frequently that they had not the time to knead the dough
properly. Then, as a further economy, the loaves were
crowded so close together in the ovens that there was not
space enough to bake them properly. To this was due the

high percentage of water found. Men who worked fifteen and
sixteen hours in a day could not be expected to make bread
well, that is carefully and laboriously. The hours of labour
should be limited and the output per man per hour very much
reduaed ; then the bread would be well and wholesomely
made. The delegate agreed that the muncipality ought to
compete against private bakeries, but it would be a mistake
to create one large central municipal bakery. The cost
of delivering the bread might amount to 10 per cent.
of the total cost of producing it, while that of labour
would not be more than 6 to 7 per cent. It was much more
practical to have a number of small local municipal
bakeries and thus the expense of delivering the bread would
be very materially decreased. For about 100,000 the

municipality could start 120 different bakeries in various
parts of Paris, where the journeymen bakers would not be
overworked and where genuine, cheap bread could be sold.

1I. Heppenheimer, municipal councillor, was anxious that
an independent and purely scientific authority should be
organised to check adulteration instead of the present police
authorities.
M. Caumaud, municipal councillor, apologised for the

small wine dealers. They were not the worst culprits, though
they certainly did add water to their wine. It was the inter-

mediary merchants who should be watched.
Dr. Paul Brousse, municipal councillor and reporter on

this question, urged that the law protected the wholesale
merchants while prosecuting the retail dealer. It was only
when an article was offered for sale that proceedings could
be taken, so it was quite safe to adulterate in a wholesale
manufactory. At the wine docks of Bercy the cost would be
too great, in consequence of the entrance dues, to adulterate
wine. The intermediary firms were the real culprits. They
advanced small sums to individuals so that the latter might
open retail wine shops. The sum advanced was generally
insufficient, the retailer had to borrow more, and in doing so
had to accept adulterated wines. When the retailer was

caught it was the intermediary merchant who paid the fines
and continued to supply bad wines. The law should be able
to trace the wine back to this intermediary and thus reach
the real culprit.
The Congress now proceded to discuss the second ques-

tion-namely, the feeding and rearing of workmen’s children,
or as it was put, the milk question-la question de l’allaite-
ment. M. Caumaud reported and said he did not propose to
deal with children above the age of two years. The high
rate of infant mortality was due to our present bad social
organisation which tore children away from their mother’s
breast. The number of mothers who abandoned the hope of
suckling their own children was daily increasing. The
child which was the product of a difficult gestation due
to excessive toil, prolonged till the eve of its birth,
came into the world weak and unhealthy. The mother,
anxious to return to the factory or the workshop, sent the
infant off to some distant provincial baby farm, where it was
almost certain to die. A great step had been accomplished
by the humanitarian law of May 23rd, 1874. This law, insti-
tuting a system of inspection over all who had charge of
children, was more rigorously applied in the neighbourhood
of Paris than elsewhere and statistics showed with what
beneficent results. The mortality of infants under one year
old was 18 -44 per cent. in the period from 1868-1872.
It fell to 16 72 per cent. for the years 1878-1882, and I
does not now exceed 15 per cent. This was a clear de-
monstration of the advantage of legislative interference.
M. Caumaud insisted on the duty of mothers to suckle
their own children. In the upper classes mothers sought
to avoid this responsibility. They were too fashionable
to suckle their own children and gave them over

to the care of hired wet nurses. This was against
nature’s laws and should not be allowed. As a result

it often happened that either the nurse contaminated
the child or the child contaminated the nurse. Many
peasant women had caught syphilis through nursing
Parisian children. The results of artificial feeding were
even more disastrous. In Paris of the assisted infants of the
poor the proportion of deaths in 510 of children fed from the
breast was 4-90 per cent. and of 669 fed from the bottle 9’56
per cent. In the suburbs of Paris out of 1634 infants fed from
the breast 6 ’36 per cent. died, and out of 1389 fed from he
bottle 12-45 per cent. died. M. Caumaud urged that long
tube bottles should not be allowed. He proposed that as
600,000 had been spent to build the prison of Nanterre lor
criminals and vagabonds, at least E400, 000 might be spent
to create near Paris a vast establishment which would serve
as a maternity, where mothers could live with their infants
for at least two months after the birth of the child, instead
of being driven away in five days, as is done at the hospitals.
Madame Bertier did not like the idea of such vast agglome.

rations. Nature demands that children should remain with
their mothers, and if mothers could not afford to keep their
children with them, then sufficient out-door relief should be
given to avoid the necessity of separating mother and child.
M. Vallet protested that this was true enough in principle,

but in practice many mothers were much too poor and too
ignorant to rear their own children. The recommendations
given with regard to the precautions for the milk would no
be understood ; and till such time as the lower labouring
classes were better educated and better paid institutions
such as had been suggested by M. Caumaud would render
great service. Naturally it would be better to keep mother
and child together, on condition that the mother did not live
in some overcrowded, filthy and insalubrious garret.
The Congress then adjourned.
Paris, July llth.

MANCHESTER.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Infirmary and Owegts College.
FOR a long time the question has been agitated whether

the Royal Infirmary should accept a site on the Stanley Grove ’

estate, which has been given to the Owens College by the
trustees of the late Sir Joseph Whitworth, and should thereon
erect a new infirmary. It has been urged that the present
building is insufficient and antiquated, and that the site
offered by the Owens College would be more suitable, being
quieter in its surroundings and about a mile and a half from
the centre of the town, for building a new hospital, and that
it would be rather more convenient for students inasmuch as
it is nearer to the Owens College. On the other hand, plans
have been prepared for the enlargement of the Royal Infirmary
or the erection on the same site of a new hospital with
greater accommodation. These proposals will shortly be laid
before a meeting of the trustees of the infirmary. Mean-
while the board of management have refused the offer of
the Owens College for a building site on their property.
Any scheme for increasing the bulk of buildings on the present
site, which is in the centre of the city, will be strongly
opposed by many people, who consider that the ground now
surrounding the buildings should be preserved as an open
space for the general benefit of the town.

The late Professor Sclaorlenamaer
Professor Schorlemmer, F. R. S., who held the chair

of Organic Chemistry in the Owens College, died on June 27th.
The deceased gentleman, who will be long remembered by
many old medical students, became attached to the College
in 1861 as assistant to Professor Roscoe, and in 1874 was
appointed Professor of Organic Chemistry. He wrote a

manual on the chemistry of the carbon compounds and, to-
gether with Professor Roscoe, an extensive treatise on

chemistry.
Manchester, July 6th.

NORTHERN COUNTIES NOTES.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Health of .LYemcastle City.
Dit. H. E. ARMSTRONG (our medical officer of health) has

just issued his annual report on the sanitary condition of this
city, with tabular reports of the sickness and mortality of the


